S

The demands of the gospel are radical. Remember, however, that Jesus does first what he asks us to do.
Jesus through his passion makes possible our participation in the mystery of the cross. The mystery of the
cross is open to all souls, not only a select few. The reason more do not know it, is few are willing to suffer to alleviate Jesus’ own suffering or have difficulty uniting their suffering with Jesus' own. Once I
heard a person share that Jesus told them that everyone asks Jesus to help them in their suffering, which
He does, but few ask Jesus about Jesus’ own suffering. Jesus also explained is that souls who see in their
own suffering a union with Jesus, are the souls who obtain the greatest holiness.
What are we to do? First, we need to acknowledge the ways in which we fail or have grave difficulty. Do
we hate our enemies? Do I want them murdered? Do I desire their destruction? Do I hate or resist the
cross? With this knowledge, we need to pray and ask Jesus to help us understand why we feel this way. If
we reflect on the cause or even just lay down our weakness at Jesus' feet, then we also invite Jesus to heal
us. I pray that we all discover the deep healing of Jesus' love. I pray that we all also learn to take responsibility for our mistakes and atone for our sins. Let us together then turn to Mary who at the cross adopted
Jesus' attitude. She perfectly embraced the suffering of the cross, including accepting us as her children,
we who cause her suffering from the wounds we inflict Jesus. Mary does not despise us. She knows our
pain. She is an effective advocate. She loves us as precious children in need of a mother's love. Mary
Help of Christians, pray for us.
Fr. Campeaux
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Holy Mass Schedule

February 24, 2019 Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time

Monday
No Mass
Tuesday
5:15 p.m.
Wednesday Noon
Thursday
5:15 p.m.
Friday
10:00 a.m.
(Gueydan Guest Home)
Saturday
4:00 p.m.
Sunday
7:00 a.m.
10:30 a.m.
St. David
8:30 a.m.
Confession:
Saturday 2:45-3:45 p.m. &
30 minutes before all other
Masses or by appointment.

Elliott’s
Slaughter House
1106 Lyons Point
Hwy.
Morse, Louisiana
337-783-5240

Baptism:
Arrangements made by the
parents with the
Pastor. Godparents must be
Confirmed and practicing
Catholics.
Marriage
Arrangements made by the
couple with the pastor no
less than 6 months before
desired date.
Anointing:
Emergency calls are
answered immediately; call
office for Holy Communion
or Anointing of the Sick at
home or in a hospital.
Office Hours:
Monday: Closed
Tues-Thurs 8am-3pm
Friday-8 am-Noon
Lunch: Noon– 1pm

Ash Wednesday
March 6, 2019
St. Peter Church
6:30 a.m. & 6:00 p.m.
St. David Chapel
5:00 p.m.

PRAYER FOR SEMINARIANS

DAILY PRAYER FOR PRIESTS

Eternal Father, we lift up to You these and all
the priests of the world. Sanctify them. Heal
and guide them. Mold them into the likeness of
Your Son, Jesus, the Eternal High Priest. May
their lives be pleasing to You in Jesus’ name we
pray. Amen

February
24. Reverend David Rozas
25. Reverend William Ruskoski
26. Reverend Michael Russo
27. Reverend Francois Sainte-Marie, MIC
28. Reverend Garrett Savoie
March
1. Pope Francis
2. Pope Emeritus Benedict XVI

Offerings of the Past Week:
First collection

St. Peter Church
$ 2438.00

St. David Chapel
$ 521.56

Please keep the sick and healing of our community in your prayers:
A.J. Benoit
Rachel Braud
Kim Broussard
Tabby Benoit
Dallas, Dru, Kaitlyn C.
Tammy Cormier
Rose Crochet
Paula dePerrodil
Roxanne Dupuis
Brantlee Foreman
Bruce Fruge
John D. Istre
Dexter, Sydne Harris, Felicia, Karine, Lance,
Landon, Margaret, Walter Jolivette, Jr., III
Willie Mae, Wilson LeJeune
Kylee, Nia Ned
Jules Martin
Mabel Martin

Willie Martin, Jr.
Kirk Maxile
Billy Portie
Sidonia Primeaux
Aimee Sonnier
Jaxson Spikes
Hubert Suire
MariAnne Vondenstein
0 Think, O God, of our friends who are ill, whom
we now commend to Your compassionate
regard. Comfort them upon their sickbed and
ease their suffering. We beg for deliverance,
and submit that no healing is too hard for the
Lord, if it be His will. We therefore pray that
You bless our friends with Your loving care,
renew their strength, and heal what ails them in
Your loving name.

To err is human; to forgive, divine.” Alexander Pope

“
“But
I say to you that hear, Love your enemies, do good to those who hate you…” Luke 6:27-38
Alexander Pope in his first significant work coined the phrase, “To err is human; to forgive, divine.” It is an oftquoted proverb. In the context of his work, Pope explores how we make mistakes and how we should imitate God
in his forgiveness. That is difficult enough. However, in the gospel, Jesus asks us to go a step further and love our
enemies. This teaching is equally challenging to those who heard Jesus speak it first as it is for us. This teaching
requires us not only to let go of merely human mindsets of justice but to embrace a positive teaching of Jesus which
seems to cost us everything. How could such a thing be possible except for the most extreme saints?
In verse 32 Jesus describes how even sinners forgive those who love them. If we do not have greater love than
‘sinners, then we are failing in our Christianity. Jesus gives two reasons that we should have greater love. First, “Be
‘sinners,’
merciful, even as your Father is merciful.”
merciful. We need to extend mercy because being a disciple of Jesus means
imitating God in all his virtues. Secondly, Jesus says that we need to forgive in order that we not be condemned
ourselves. “Forgive, and you will be forgiven…For the Measure you give will be the measure you get back.” God
does not change his mind about us if we refuse to forgive, but our capacity to receive God’s
God forgiveness is affected.
If we are stingy in giving mercy, we will be slow to accept it. It is important to remember when we forgive we do so
through the hands of God. I think what is most difficult is trusting. We fear, for example, that God will abandon us,
that he will not take into account our suffering or worse that God wants us to suffer. I know from experience that
sometimes forgiveness feels/seems like re-victimization,
re
but I also know that it is not re-victimization. It is freedom
from that which oppresses us.
In light of the clergy abuse crisis, I feel the need to address the amount of faith required to forgive. Forgiveness is
required by the gospel, but that is not to say that Jesus ignores or forgets the pain of victims nor how much faith costs
them. I also marvel at their faith. It is more precious than fire-tried
fire
gold. Forgiveness does not abolish justice. Forgiveness does not mean a perpetrator does not have to atone for their sin (now and after death). Jesus holds perpetrators more responsible for much of the difficulty of victims to forgive. Nonetheless, we are all called to forgive even if
we can’t
can do that all at once. Jesus is willing to work with us and bring us on the path of healing. We can start with
faith in the knowledge that God knows our pain intimately, and there will always be justice in God even if justice on
earth escapes us.
It is important to realize that in asking us to love our enemies, Jesus does not suggest that we cannot defend ourselves
nor that we should remain in an abusive situation. The heart of Jesus’
Jesus commandment is aimed at the healing of our
heart and the radical conversion of our enemies. This type of reconciliation is not always possible. However, when
we follow Jesus commandment and our enemies continue to hate us, we are blessed. God rewards us paying us back
good measure and flowing over. Jesus not only endures the cross, but he embraces it. We are called to love the cross
for the sake of our enemies, a tall order for sure, but there is a hidden fruit which is more than merely the conversion
of our enemies. When we embrace the cross, we still suffer, but we break the power of the suffering. By the grace of
God it no longer oppresses our spirit. A few stories from the saints will suit to illustrate this.
St. Bernard of Clairvaux once saw Jesus in a vision and was given the opportunity to ask Jesus a question. Bernard asked
if Jesus received any wounds that were not recorded in his Passion. Jesus responds that the wound which caused him the
most agony AND was unrecorded was the wound on his shoulder. My interpretation of this revelation is that Jesus
embraced the cross. Jesus embraced the cross, holding onto the most excruciating pain all the way to Calvary while not
remarking about it enough for anyone to notice. The life of St. Pio is also a helpful illustration. Padre Pio once mentioned
mentione
to another brother about the pain He experienced while changing his shirt. The brother did not know why until after
Padre Pio died and a stain was discovered on the shoulder of his garment. When the brother suspected the shoulder
wound of Christ, He asked Padre Pio to intercede for him to understand this wound. Brother was woken up at 1:00 in
the morning with a sharp excruciating pain in his shoulder, so painful that he felt he would have died if the pain had
continued any longer. He heard a voice, “That is how I have suffered.” In the same moment, the room was filled with
a strong perfume and the brother had the odd experience that the removal of the suffering seemed more unbearable
than the pain of the wound. Padre Pio’s religious brother experienced the profound mystery of the cross. We glimpse
through saints one who endures suffering willingly in union with Jesus’
Jesus sufferings and receives back far more than
what is “lost.”
Continued on back page

Tuesday
Mass Intention:

02-26
Martha Smith (AOD 2/25)

5:15 P.M.

St. Peter Church

Wednesday
Mass Intention:

02-27
Charles P. Zaunbrecher (AOD)

Noon

St. Peter Church

5:15 P.M.

St. Peter Church

Thursday
02-28
Mass Intention:
Eula Suire (BD)
Also remembered: Frank Berry Family
Friday
Mass Intention:
First Friday
Benediction

03-01
10:00 A.M.
Gueydan Memorial Guest Home
Dwayne, Wayne, C.P. Zaunbrecher families, Lucille, Wilbur Guidry

First Saturday
Mass Intention:
Saturday

5:45 P.M. Mass

6:00 P.M.

St. Peter Church

3-02
World Peace

8:00 A.M.

St. Peter Church

03-02

4:00 P.M.

St. Peter Church

Mass Intention: Eula Suire (AOD 3-4)
Also remembered:
•
Arnold, Duci, Steve, Jr., Theresa Meaux
•
Dunice, T-Joe, Brenda, Faye, Neelis Bertrand,
Anastasie, JD, Joseph Simon, James Smith
family, Rodney Stelly, Jr. & Sr., Lela Suggs,
Father Donald Theriot
•
Rod Boudreaux, Ruston, Terry Weekly
•
Crip, Edith Bertrand, BB, Evelyn Breaux, Aldis,
(AOD 3-3) Marie, Bernice, Jane, Clevenis, Eriste,
Craig, Brenda, Robert P., Wanda, Wilfred “Blanc”
Broussard, Joe Gaspard, Johnnie B. Hebert,
Ryan Henry, Ruby, Wallace Istre , Donald,
Sunday

03-03

Mass Intention: Lori LeDoux
Also remembered:
•
Jackie Scanlan
•
Joseph “Buster”, Wanda, Kathleen LaPointe,
Ryan (Bubba) Laseter, Buford, Dorothy
Marceaux, Agnes Suire
•
Andrew, Everna Cormier
•
Dwayne, Wayne, C.P. Zaunbrecher families,
Lucille, Wilbur Guidry
•
Kathryn M. Hatch, Nolan LeBlanc family, Dorothy, Ellis Toups, Joseph Zaunbrecher family
•

•
•

•

Shawn Linscomb, Jules, Wayne Martin, Albay,
Anite Thibodeaux
Clyde Reese, Jr. (BD), LIVING
Jean Beard, Dane Broussard, Claude, Lisa
Campbell, Dorothy, Melisa, Rodney, Jr., Sr.,
Ramona LeJeune
Buck, Ouida Campbell, Vorice Cormier, Theresa
Falcon, Flex Guillory, Denise Hampshire (BD 33), Alicia, Brant Istre, Deceased members
Morvant, LeLeux family, Deanna LeMaire, Amar,
Jane, Sarah, Zeodie Richard, L: Special Intention, Sr. Clairette

7:00 A.M.

•
•

M/M Wilfred Broussard, Sr., Marvin Compton,
•

St. Peter Church

Susan Earls, Memory of Jude Fluitt, Robert Paul
Francez, Barbara, Faye, Francis, George,
Henrietta, Jim, Lenia, Mildred, Bob, Pat Klein,
Cathy Langley, Betty, Percy LaPoint, Carrie
Walpole
Carole Badon
Deceased Vance Benoit family, deceased
Alexon Cormier family, Jerry Cormier, M/M
Elly Fuselier, Freddie, Helen LeBeouf, Melisa
LeJeune, Darrell, Wilson & Oneita Marceaux,
deceased Dupree Marceaux family, deceased
Leon Schexnider family, Caina, Martha, Elma,
Wilson Smith
Ladie Altar Society, living and deceased

8:30 A.M.
St. David Chapel
Mass Intention: Emick, Helen “Sis” Melancon, Nellie, Thomas, Willie Petry
Also remembered: Anna Mae, Bert, Johnny Darbonne, Karl, Dr. Reno Petry, Velma Trahan,
Guy LeDoux (AOD) deceased family members
Mass Intention:

Parishioners of St. Peter Church 10:30 A.M.

St. Peter Church

Baptism Class
Tuesday, March 12, 2019 @
6:30 p.m.
Please call to register before class

New Free Literature
Is available
At all entrances to the church
Please feel free to take some
Home.

Perpetual Adoration
Let us love being with the Lord! There
we can speak with Him about everything. We can offer Him our petitions,
or concerns, our troubles our joys, our
gratitude, our disappointments, our
needs, and our aspirations. Above all
we can remember to pray! “Lord send
laborers into Your Harvest! Help me to
be a good worker in your vineyard!”

Adorers for adoration needed for:

Friday 11:00 A.M.
Please call Andrea Robinson at
223-0640 to commit spending an hour with
the Lord or to change your time.

